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floweth, or 8 down its And 
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that covers and carries all before it, . 
ing 2 total Devaſtation. And that iss, 
men Superiours in Honour, ,- Authority and 
Wealth, Connive at, or Practice I niquityc The 
Eminency of whoſe Station\renders\ Their Ex- 
amples perſpicuous and powerful; Able almoſt to 
give Authority either to Vertue or Vice. From | 
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When errant - Knavery 
goes for Refin'd Policy; Trickmg- is made 
eſſential | to Trade; 'Genteel + Breeding is 
conſummated in Debaucbery; And Gain al- 
lowed to be purchaſed by Ungodhneſs. And 
2 dre Wy ; —_ wat *Jook'd 
for but corrupt Practices ” : Tuquity growing 
therein to a monſtrous Bulk and Shapes mr 
ſpread to every Corner of the Land, and fun 
to the very Filth and Dregs of Corruption. 
When Vanity and Effeminacy have emaſculated 
the Spirits -of our Jousmb, affecting to be faſbi- 
onably Foppiſh:: When Exceſs of Riot, Drun- 
kenneſs, Gaming, Swearmg, Uncleanneſs (even 
to that Unnatural Degree of it, bat is, Em- Rom. L 27; 
phatically; unſeemly even all the Deſtructive 
Sims of Sodom have degenerated and deformed 
Manhood, Glorylug in their Wickedneſs: When 
Expenſtve Gullumry is become (even in the 
Hardeſt: Times) an Univerſal Contagion, Im- 
veriſhing Families, and Confounding all i- 
ſtinctions of Rank and Quality among us: 
Hardly any Sin ſo hainous, that ſame Men 
have not. the Oburage 1 venture on Hardy 
1921 | | $3... .,a07 


any too ſhameful not to be own'd and boakted 


and prided in] None too Provoking where. 

with: to Affront and Challenge God Almigh- 
ty! And where Inquity thus Abounds in 
Principles and Practice, the-Profeſſion of Reli. 
gion will thereby be overflown; Being defiled 
with impure iMixtures, corrupted with groſs 
Errors; and mutilated by ſca Mont. 
When Supenſtition and Idolatr have fait Friends 
to Protect them, where crept in; and with 
great Art and Forwardneſs to Rel introduce 
them; where they have been happily purged 
out. When the Authority of the Holy Scrip 
tures are open 0 Queſtion d; and Religion, as 
Reveal d, but little ſet by. When Article: 
Fundamental are deny d by Some; and Others 
will conſent to no Creed, no Sacraments, no 


Orders, no Rule for their Guide without, but 


only an Inſufficient and Uncertain Lzght wit bin. 
When the Religion of {ome amounteth to lit 
tle more than a clamorous Zeal 


Sn 7 — Manners. 5 


duct: Whilſt there yet prevail the 3 8 
_— \Profauations of the Lords Day : Neglect 
of Family Religion. Inconſtancy -6E- Private 
Devations ! Nowattendanoe on the ee 
Worſhip :* The Scandalous Contem [ L: 
on our Sacred -Leturgy T omamy Ab- 
ſence of ſome, and the Indevout\Proſence' of 
Others, even yer eſteeming it che only accepts 
ble Form of Addreſs to Dad: The Diſuſage 
af Infrequeney af mnnmicat ing im the Ford's 
Supper Ahe Contetnpt of eve che moſt FO 
e ee Godly Mniſterv 
their Very: Offen Ake: The Expoſ xpoſing an 
gravating the Faults of the Infirm; tho) meerly 
Humane, and ſuch for which their Accuſers are 
ni . * ＋ And' a pi 4 the 
— 1 | 
Vea, to deſcend to even I 
Comm; Comverſation'of Sriſſti 1 Ges 
nerally is leis Chrijtzdn vouring, "df no! 
thing Spiritual, ( ticerriini: which neither 
is any — made, or matiom given, as 
——— quite Foreign 5 en and Sam: wr to alh 
Company:) Deſigning at only Diverſon 
or Intreague,' for the! „ 
ind the Increaſe of / anity, without deri 
Good from God, or Communicating 
to One another! . Wirth Wat Maſte of 


% ems other Effect, are ede ene 
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8 A SNNNM⁰ο reach 10 be 
ted, even Thoſe eſteemd moſt Innocent]! How 
Unprofitably Deſign d are the Ordinary! How 
Fantaſtically Manag d are Mfodiſb Viſto; 'with- 
ont ale Gultivarizan.dw:Benef of Get, 

Friendſbipl But, Alas, how Scandalous is 
the Attendance oma Rrophane Stage, Mini- 
ſtringuto: Iſſdelity and Vice; and Uſurping 
che Boe ef Aer Not lefo'in Def 
ance thaw td tlie Reproat of our Refornid 

Religion, and a certain Bane to That Day's 

Devotion. - And, Finally, How Coldly Reſen- 

ted, How Cenlorionſly:; Rettected ' on, Ho 

much too little Encouragd and Aſſiſted, are 
any hearty; Endeavburs, tho fever ſo Regu- 
Reſtrain ſuch Abnundum f Iniquiry s? 
And, ſurely, when ̃iquity unce arrives to 
this Maturity, it beſpeaks Abumdance of its 
Variety, Growth and Strength ; And none can 
plead Ignorance, either that theſe Doings are 
Iniquity, or that ſuch haiqumy doth Abomd. 
It 18. but too ſad a Reflection to Confider, 
alſo, That this Melancholy Deſcription there- 
of, is too like the Character of the Preſent 
Iimes; Notwithſtanding the Succefs of all 
Endeavours Hitherto; {till Neceſſitating à Re- 
1 among us. And This, therefore, 
but too Concernedly, will intereſt us in the 
Conſideration of the Next Particular in the 
Text, being the Effect of this Evil; And 
that is IL The 
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And a Mans, Foes ſhalt be they "of: his . 


to our. Nexbbour ; Compfrelſending the Reli- 


ject, as referring Here to e or thoſe 
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the Heat and Watts of Bla @ Profeſſors 
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II. n Tie Love of de a wur Gold. \ Either 
1. Love, taken — 51 2 Lobe Ous to ano- 
ther. de fo Yorne mu 


ke dt W Part of the 
dreadful 8 pe of a. Nation's" Ruine, 1 
here Int 2 and as dur Tord had Pro- 


0 fo Death; and tbe Father the Child; and 
the Children ſpall rife up aguinſt their Pu- 
rents,” and cauſe them to be pu to death. — 


Houſbold. "Prevailing Wicked neſs Naturally de- 
ſtroying Humanity, Ciuiny, > Kindneſs: Bro. 
therly and Neighbotirly - erte, that is the 
Comfort and Securi of aP Or, 2. Love, 8 
taken in General, for Love to both God, and 


gion of both Tablevig) — — Extended in 
its Object, ought tobe Reſtraind in its Sub- 


aby Marin. have 
> 1. Apoſtacy. * "he Wickediels of 
the Times too broquentl y prevailing with Many 
Profeſſors to ke their Religion, and to 
Temporize With be Multitude to do Ev. 
And, then Cas before the Text it is foretold) ver :5- 

ſhall” Many be offended. Tho Others ſuppo 

Here to be meant Only, 2. A Remiſneſs in Re- 
ligion. The — V Iniquity Abating of 


Love 
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 Tove and Zea for the NWays of God and Good- 
neſs, Cauſing them either 1. Io Diſſemble and 
Withdraw Toe Outward - Profeſſ n Keeping 
their Religion more to chemſel „in Secrecy 
and Silence, from the Notice and Diſpleaſure 
of its Enemies: Being unwilling to Provoke 
Abounding Iniquity; wherewith they would 
keep a —— ondenee; And come to Je- 
ſus, as Nicodemus did, only by Nzght;- with a 
Love too cool to hazard any Inconvenience for 
the Sake of an open Profeſſion of ſtrict Holi- 
nels, much more of a Reſolute Oppoſitiodto 
Prevailing Wickedneſs. Which is fully er- 
preſsd by Solomon, obſerving; that hen the 
' Wicked Riſe and Iniquity ſo abounds as to get 
the Upper Hand ] Men Hide -tbem{elves-: Be- 
ing Diſcouragd and Afraid to Expoſe their 
Profeſſion] but when they Perifh, the Rigbte- 
ous Increaſe | and, when it is Safe or Repu- 
table, Recover and Diſcover themſelves again 
Zealous Profeſſors,] whom Abowndmg Iniduii) 
had. before, tho not quite (Hang d yet great- 
ly Reſtrain d. Or, 2. Such may loſe their In- 
ward Intenſneſs, alſo, in Religon. Which 
being Cheriſh'd by an Outward Profeſſion, will 
Languiſi and Decay by Naſtraint and Prova- 
ey. Religion, in the Heart only, is but the 
Root without Branch or Fruit, which if it 
ſhoots not, decays and rots. Wherefore St. Paul 
repreſents God's: Prendiar : People to 1. 
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te iv God en Whevere: bounding l 14. 
Jui Open an&Diftours = 
tio "Enninty and Diffieulty, „Winch diſpirireth 

Zeal, and . — ien both IijMefs and Heart- 

115 tber ic domuch Good or to do it Hear- 
tily, wirh-4 wrafe and Delle. 80 that, in 
Fine, 3. Even This amounts to little \ſhort of 
Apoſtacy: And, its Degree is ſo. As ſeeme 
to be imphyd b. ehe Aulirbeſe, in che, Verte 

after the' * he that Mare unto verſe * 


the End * tothe — wax- 
| are pat by the Aboumd. 
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1 their Ly „ Hui, and. Profeſſion 
3210 f Dut, as they ſeetnect to 
in, n Ferure ts The Ende. od) 
And is Naturally the fatal Effect _ 
me niqmity; -Occalionin a ſad Decay 
"Good, even F thoſe Few that ale Cood': 
| Caſting a deadly Damp upon a Zealons Profeſſi- 
| on: „Cooles vine Love; And Diſpiriting 
Ping in he Soraice of che Lord For 
WM bins veꝝ of ir Telit, Nause, its 
3 preadeth the Contagion; endanger- 
ing every: one, in the moſt Healthful of whom 
there tre the Seeds of the Diſtem per: 'The'Abi- 
ding Inne F in the Beſt, NaturAly diſpo- 
ng to catch fromthe Corruptions of tho Worſt. 
beſides, That the Temprer, with bis Agents, at 


j bb atimo, are Buſte _ Potent: Threatning from | 
2 Reit- 


. in 5 55 7 1 
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whom: they cannot Nee 5 
or Comply: The: Profperaty of tbeæ Vi 
ducing to a:Diftruj of Divine Providence to 
Protect, to Support, to TOTS ' 5 Rendering 
 Fearful:to che; — & to the ing of 
Envie, Hatred, Flouts and. Sale 1 Righ- 
 teouſneſs ſake ; Making Men Worldly,Polirick 
to ſecure themſelves 35 the! gat the Hazard 
or Expence of their Innocence and Salvation; 
Spiritually Proud and e ee en in 
leſs Degrees of Vertue, as i ent, 
compared with the Abounding of Iniquity. The 
Unigedlicnks of the Worſt, Natural as getteth 
Negligence in the Beſt. i Or, Finally, provo- 
king Zeal to n Fury; even to ma Los. of all 
Chriſtian Temper, in Oppoſition to Prophane- 
nels; exciting Anger, and Wrath, qud ( lamour, 
amd Evi}. both Thinking and Againſt 
the Wicked: Impudent Wickedueſs b a 
an Angry Religion; Mutually Irritatin 
Hardening each the. other; alan the Mer: 
neſs, Patience and Compalſ 
towards Sinners, into Paſſion, e 1 and 
an Uncharitable Cen ſorouſ? 77 that Degene- 
rateth from the Nature, and Eclypſeth. the 
Glory of its profeſſion. 80. 80 Iniquity 
{houndaty; Many of even the, Few Lovers f 
Vertue will be in Hazard to wax Cold; Jing 
Leſſen d in Munber, Weaken d in Force, an bo. 
Hincired. from ae in the Serre 95 
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and Religion. It being Impoſſible for two ſuch 
Oppoſites to flouriſh together, neceſſarily work- 
ing each other's Deſtruction. And, therefore, 
the Admonifom at Hereof 18, What was obſerv d | 
to be the Remainin Particular imply d in the 
Text, as its Application, in order, D f 
III. Laſtly, Jo Oblige Endeavount ta: Oppoſe 
the Oue, and Promote the Otben. For the more 


Inzquit y.. doth abound, the greater Neceſſity of 


there is of ' ſtronger Reſolution and Perſevering 
Endeavours to Reſiſt and Suppreſs it: And the 
greater Danger the Profeſſion of True Religion 


15 in thereby to wax cold, the worre Caution and Ef 


Skill ought to be exercis d for its Support and 
Encouragement; Left the Prophecy, in the 
Text, being fulfill d, the Event Preſag d there - 
by, ſhould follow in a National Dæſolation. 
In. Oppoſition, therefore, to Abounding. Ini- 
quity, the Heart and Hands of every ſerious 
Chriſtian will chearfully concur. Which, 
3 Reſpect o our Creator, is 2 due. Allegt- 
ance to his Authority, à neceſſary Obedience to 
his Command, a ſuſt Vindication of his Honour, 
and a Natural Fidelity to the Intereſts of his 
Empire. In which.cale Forbearance.or Indif- 


jerence_ is foul Diſſayalty, and a -treacherons 


Comardice. . And, therefore, have Good Men, 
in all Ages, without Fear, without Shame, Op- 
poled themſelves againſt the Mightieft Powers, 


and moſt dangerous Dithenltics ;, In{pi'd.wath © + + 


the 
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Tſal cvi. 30. the Zeal of Phineas, L Handling up 0 execute 
Judgment, not only to Gec but to Abenge 
the Scandal of Inſolent Wickednefs. - © > | 
In Reſpect to our dear Rodeemen, This 
ſeaſonable Evidence of our Diſoipleſhip to him, 
in Imitation and Promotion of the great De. 
ſign and End of his Incarnation, at this time 
Commemorated; Who was manifefted for this 


nnn 


of the Devil Iurning Men from Darkneſs to 


Lili — Redecming from all Iniquity —— And 
it. Teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and World: 
— B Laſts; we ſhould live foberly, Righteoujly'm 
Godly in this preſent World. For which pur- 
pole we are liſted, Manfully to fight untler bis 
Banner, in our ſeveral Ranks and Capacities, 
againft. the Wortd, the Fleſh; aud the Devil; 
and to continue his faithful Soldiers and Ser- 
vans, notwithſtanding all the Hardſhips and 
Diſcouragements, Fancied or Felt, in this Ser- 
vice, unto our Life's End. So that every Indul- 
gence or Connivance at Sin, is to croſs the 
Purpoſe of the Son of God, To reproach the 
Great Myftery of Godlmeſs, To falſify our 
Profeſſion, To fruſtrate the Goſpel-Grace, To 


ſide with the grand Adverſary of our Salvation, 


To provoke down upon our ſelves a Judicial 
THE ab an unavoidable: Deſpair, and an ag- 
gravated Damnation. For, ſaith our Lord, 
Mo ſocver ſhall be-aſhamed of- ang | 2 
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Focier ies for Reformation o 
Horde, in this adulterous and ſinſul Generation 


of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 
4 he Jo ns in the. Glory of bis Father, 
with the boly Angel. Ve, 
In reſpe& to our Sanctiſer, The Holy Spirit 
of God; by whoſe Influence and Aſſiſtance, we 
are Inſpirited in the Duties of Religion, by 
tamely ſuffering the Growth of Oppoſitions 
thereto, we do. Deſprſe, Abuſe; Refift, Onench, 
Grieve and Rejett the Grace of God, Fudgmg 
ourſelves Unworthy thereof, and meet to be 
inan , en non 
In . to Sinners, by whoſe hardned Ob- 
Iniquity abounds, It is Charity, Juſtice, 
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ſtinacy 
and but common Honeſty due to them (How- 
ever Reſented, or Requited by them) to Op- 
pole, With-hold and Correct them, to our 
Power, in ſuch Circumſtances. For Garity, 
which rendreth Nindly Affectionate one towards 1 cor. xii. 
another, ſœefetb not her own, without Notice 

or Concern, who is Unhappy, if ourſelves be 
Otherwiſe} but to be well ourſelves, obligeth 

every Man to ſeek another's Welfare ; and call- 1 .. 
eth for Mutual Kindneſs in every, tho' little 
Inſtance of Exigencies: Even to the Care of 

our very Enemies Cattel, going aſtray — Or Iy- Eaod xiii 
ug under bis Burden Much more in the moſt * * 
Important Concernment of an Immortal Soul, 
—gomg aſtray, or lying under the Burden of 
Cuilt - to turn it back,” or hft it up — The 
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Ter. xix. 17. 


am. v. 20. 


In reſpect to Others alſo, This may be of 
Vniverial Benefit to all about us. Among 
whom Vice grows Inſolent only thro Conn. 
vance; And where it is not Oppos d, it never 
fails to Inſult. Which once ſilencing, will ſoon 
Baniſh Vertue; And then, like a general De- 
luge, drown all Mankind, Firſt in Guilt, and 
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Then in Perdirion: So that to Neſtrain Sin, it 
muſt be Openly: Diſcoumtenanc d: That what is 
Shameful in itſelf, may be made a Mark of In-: 
{amy in the World; And what Conſcience Ex- 
claims againſt within, may be Rated out of all 
Company abroad; and Sinners ſee a neceſſity ei- 
ther to quit their Sins or the World, being forced 
to —_— Moral, that they may be Quiet. 
whereby as Iniquity would be Reſtraind, ſo Di- 
vine Love would recover Heat. The Righteous; 
would be Encouraged : The Weak would mo lon-, 
ger be Scandaliz d: Nor the Strung Grieved by. 
its Aboumding: but All would Unite, nd Pro- 
ke onè another unto Love and Good Works. 

In . e to Our ſelves: This will be thelaf- 
eſt Guard to our own Hmocence; Clearing from 
common Guilt and Danger; while we have no 
fellowſhip wath the Unfruit ful Wor ks of Darkneſs , xn. 15 
but rather Reprove them. It will provoke Others 
to correct what may be Amifs in ourſelves. 
Which is a Kindneſs the Beſt may Need, and 
annot ant, but to great Diſadvantage : Con- Ga.si. 1. 
ſdering ourſelves, Felt we al ſo be tempted; as 
it, Paul exhorts. It will vindicate a juſt Repu- 
tation of Courage and Smcerity ; While Forbear- 
ace, tho it may ſdmetimes prevent Quarrels 
jet, will not hinder Men from eſteeming it Com- 
ardice or Hypocriſie. And, therefore, {aid the 5 
Wiſ c Man, He that Rebuketh a Man, aftexwards pov. xxvili, | 
ball find more ANI 0:96 be: that\flatteretb ** - 
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ban. xii. 3. 


ſhun' d, but at the 


National Cœuſtitution; Having declared itſelf an 


Safety of a Nation be otherwiſe ſecured; Whereuf 


Natural Co 
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with the tongue: However, By — we 
can alone ſatisfie our own Minds of having dif- 
charged our Duties; without which there can 
be no ſolid Comfort in Eife, no Peace at Death, 
nor Happineſs to be hoped for after Death. 


* 922 


Prov.xxiv. 25. Whereas to them that Rebuke the Wicked,” ſhall 


be Delight, and a good Bleſſing: ſhall come upon 
them. Yea; 'They that be Wiſe: all: ſhine as the 
Brightneſs | A Firinament; Aud they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 
and ever ; More than Recompencing Trou. 
ble and Difficulty. H, Hence; Not to be 
Suffering Worſe. 

In reſ] pect, Further to the Publick Community, 

This is no other than a juſt Conformity to our 


Enemy" to all Immorality, by the Many good 
Laws Enacted, and frequently admoniſti 3 of, 
to be Executed againſt it: Which b ray me et or 
Refuſal is baſely Tradnc'd, Diſabl 

ſed: Nor can the Honour, „tlie Strength, a 


Sin 1s its Reproach, and the Abounding of it its 
nh fron, in order to its Judicial Ruin. 

But Particularlyß, 
In reſ. "wa tothe Babette plificationHere 
of, Directing and Animating Endeavours herein, 
Peculiar to our Days, and not more Deſred than 
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Wanted in former Times, This is what Inviteth A 
| all and none can , en Decline, n ou 
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deen not only demonſtrated Praclicable, but 
made more Eaſie thereby. For now: there can 
be no Dread of Singularity, no Tow ir of Abi- 
ly, no Want of Support, no neceſſary ſinking 
under Difficultzes and Diſcmmagemeiis, ſeeing 
God hath ſtird up the Hearts, and Bleſsd Hi- 
therto the Endeavours of ſo many Good and —_ 
Vertuous Men, of various Ranks and conſidera- 
ble Fortunes, of a Catholick Spirit, of however 
Different Opinions, toUnite and Form themſelves 
into ſeveral Societies, under Royal Protection, witn 
the Favour of the Government, by fervent Zeal and 
Undecayed Sanctity, to carry on ſtronger Attacks 
and further Conqueſts againſt the Irritated Ene- 
Beginning, what a conſiderable Progreſs hath 
been made By Whofe Prudent Care, and Inde- 
fatigable Endeavours it is, that there have in le- 
veral Churches been {et up and Maintdin d Daily 
. Frayers; PreparatorySermons to the Holy Com- 
d munion ;; The Adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
every Lord's Day: Many Parochial and Eending 
ts Libraries, in Proper Places erected: Some Hun- 
dreds of Charity-Schools provided, wherein Ma- 
ny Thouſands of Poor ( Hildren areEretly inſtru .  . 
-- MW cd in the Knowledge and Practice of the Chri- 1 
1, MW {tian Religion, as Profeſsd and Taught in the 
Eſtabliſb d urch. Some of whom are:wholly 
Maintam d, More Cloathid, And Divers Placed 
out in Stations Serviceable and Uſeful to Wee ü 
SON) „ icx: 
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ck: Vaſt Nambers of Religious Books Baye been 
Printed and Diſtributed among the Samen, 
Soldiers, Priſoners,” Sick. and Poorer ſort of 


People: Some of Which haue been Tran/lated 


Execution of the Laws agamft Immorality and 
ea 


famy of that Name, for God and Religion's fake; 


and ſent abroad into Foreign Parts: Where the 
Propagation of the Goſpel is, by Proper Means, 
with great Expence, Zealouſſy endeavoured, by 
a Select Number, Incorporated by the Royal 
Harter. To back all which noble Efforts, the 


Prophanenefs is Undauntedly Undertaken : By 
Magiſtrates that will not hear the Sword of 
Juſtice. in vain, any more in God, than in 
Man's Cauſe: Aſſiſted by Informers Reſolutely 
Deſpiſing, and Chearfully ſubmitting to the Hi. 


for which they are, and will be ever acknow- 
ledgd, by:the Wiſeſt and Beſt, truly Honoura- 
ble. With what Succeſs This; the Annual Lifts 
of ſome Thoutands of Diſorderly Fer ſous and 
Honfes Legally Convicted and Puniſh d, And the 
happy Suppreſſion of ſome Annual Rendezvou- 


Bartholomew 
kau. „ {es of Debaucheries; Undeniably Publiſh: And M. ce 
how juſtly Vindicable; a late Excellent E/ay fü 
ky 76. Dj", upon this Subject hath Unan{werably.demonſtra- WM w 
ted. Which, with the other Accounts of the Rule ne 
and Progreſs of thele Societies, more Generally WM R. 
look d into, and ſeriouſly Weigh'd, would, with MM ſh. 
God's Bleſſing, be (one would Hope) ſufficient, M = 
cu; 
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_ for ever to remove all Prejudices to awaken the 
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ſtupid 
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ſtupid, to ſilence the Clamorous, to excite the In- 
different," to Thame the Neuters, to Rejoyce 
Friends, to confound Enemies, and to engage 


pms 
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your and further Succeſs, for tlie Perfecting of 
ſo Glorious an Undertaking, ' © © 
Tis to theſe Obligations the utmoſt Service of 
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ftry is greatly Aſſiſted, Encouragd and Ho- 
nourd: That of the Mag:ftracy. is rendred 
Uleful, Accountable, and Itſelf: Whereby Men 
of the 1 and Quality may Exalt and 
perpetuate their Honour: Thoſe of the Loweſt 
render themſelves truly Valuable and Uſeful: 
The Rich Secure and Improve moſt Wiſely their 
Treaſure: The Hor become Nich in good Works: 
The Honeſt of all Parties Unite without Difter- 
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portunity and Encouragement to traffick thei 
Talents in their Lord's Servicſce. 


edo, then; iv on the Lord's fide? Who? Lev 


* him no longer conſut fleſb and blood to Con- 


d ceal or Diſſemble his Enmity to Sin: But upon 
full Conviclion, without Fear, without Shame; 


1- without Heſitariom, Let him come Huber; and 


ſe WM not only ſee, but learn, and help forwand, a 
Iv WM Richt' Zeal, contending under all the Hard- 
th thips of Abounding Iniquity, for the Lond. 

In „ . whereof,"See then that yewalk (ir. 


 Relo- 


the em ger and Aſſiſtance of A, in the Fa- 


us all is due. Whereby the Office of the Mini- 


ing: And the Hus of all-Capacitzes have Op- 


fore armd with due Caution and 
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Stephen. 
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BY 


Hold fhft the Profeſſion of your Faith pure:and 


Reſolnt ion noi. a Fools: [ who: are Raſh to | 


Create and Trmorous to flee Difficulties and 


ly Inform dand faithfully Governing, ] to 


undefiled to the end; [with a Fervour not max. 
ing cold] becauſe the Days are. Evil, that moſt 
Need and will beſt Approve it. That Diſpo 
ſing for: Mercy, as This ripeneth for Ruine. 
In nothing heing Terrified (as the Apoſtle Ex- 
horts) by your Aduer ſariet; (And as the Saint 
of this Day hath exemplifyd in his Martyr- 
dom) which as to them an euident Token of Ter- 


dition, hut to you of Salvation, aud that of God. 


The Aboundimg of Iniquity not more Preſaging 
Deſtruc tion; chan perſevering Zeal againſt it 
Promiſeth the Saluation at length of à People 
from it: Sein (as is elſewhere ſaid) it 25 a 
Rigiitecus thing with God, to Recompence Tribu- 


lation to them that trouble you. Who is never 
unmindful of his own Cauſe, nor unfaithful 


to them Who are concern d to promote it. A 
Religious Cnſtancy being always, in the End, 


Triumphant; And Magnifying more the Grace 


of God, which maket/1to' Differ. the Few ad⸗ 


hering thereto; from the Unhappy Many whole 


* 


Love hath: by Abounding Triquity deceitfully 
waxed cold. And if, then, Iniquity that always 
Deceives aboundeth, the Love of him that al- 


ways Recompenceth ought: never to wax 3 
01 3 | | Neither 
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Neither ſhould Good Men remit of their Love'of 
God in Bad Times, any more tlian Wicked Men 
will abate of their Iuiquity in Good times. Nor 
may you cool in your Zeal for them, who will 
not reſtrain their Luſte for you. And therefore 
while ze that is Unjuſt, is Unjuſt ft:ll ; and he 
wßbicb ig Filthy, is Filthy ſtill, It is much more 
Reaſonable and Reputable, that He that 3s Righ- 
teous, ſhould be Righteous ſtill, And he'that js 
Holy ſboul be Holy ſtill. It not more Aggra- 
vating Traguity abounding againſt Endeavours 
to Reform it, then Recommending the Love of 
God waxing more fervent by the Obſtinacy of 
its Reſiſtance. Vertue never appeareth more 
Illuſtrious, than ſparkling, as 4 Star in the 
ſharpeſt Night, amidſt Crowds of Quilt. When 
many new Graces are Exercis d ànd Tmprovd 
(of Putienco, Compaſſion, Godly-Magnuninity, 
Contempt of the World, and Final- yu ſeverante) 
intituled to Peculiar Gems in the Crown allot- 
ted to reward ſuch Heroic Righteouſneſs : When 
the Love of God retaineth the lame intrinſick 
Value and Authority; Holineſs the lame Com- 
fort and Satisfaction of Life; And Vows and 
Obligations the ſame Force and Succeſs to Go- 
rern they ever had; not Alter d nor Abated, 
but to be Inflam'd and Invigorated, by the Ob- 
ſtinacy of Oppoſition, to continue Faithful tod 
the end. — Let none (Prays the Pfalmiſt) that Pri. wr. 3 
wait on thee be aſhamed; Let them be aſhamed 
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that tranſgreſs ' without Cuuſe; and againſt 
Means. And whom juſt $hame will not Re- 
form, may there never be wanting an Hohy 
Zeal to Difturb, to'Proſecute,; to Puniſb, till 
. 9. the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall-come to an 
end, andthe Juſt be eſtabliſbed, to the effectual 
Preventing of thoſe Judgments we fear; to the 
utter Removing of thoſe Evils we yet labour 

under; to the Reſtoring us to the Good things 
Iniquity hath turned away, and yet wath-holdeth 
from us; Conſtimmating the Glories of this 
Succeſsful Reign ; Rendring us that Happy Peo- 
ple whom God may ſave; Ct rilt hach Reem'd 
and Purify'd, to . himſelf by the Sanctification 
of the Holy Ghoſt, a Peculiar People r ll 
Good works ; And This to the Eternal Praiſe 
and Glory of that Great Three in One, to 
whom be the {ame alcribed World without 
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